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During the most difficult times in United States history, During the most difficult times in United States history, 
the coronavirus pandemic has led to a huge drop in the coronavirus pandemic has led to a huge drop in 
fuel demand overall, with ethanol also talking a big hit. fuel demand overall, with ethanol also talking a big hit. 
Nationally, experts expect an overall decline of fuel Nationally, experts expect an overall decline of fuel 
by up to 55% and if those conditions persist, it would by up to 55% and if those conditions persist, it would 
result in an annual drop in ethanol demand equal to result in an annual drop in ethanol demand equal to 
2.7 billion bu. of corn. With fewer cars on the road 2.7 billion bu. of corn. With fewer cars on the road 
and less people at the pumps filling up with gasoline, and less people at the pumps filling up with gasoline, 
which accounts for more than 40% of the domestic which accounts for more than 40% of the domestic 
demand for corn, tanks at the terminals are filling up demand for corn, tanks at the terminals are filling up 
from the simple lack of demand for liquid fuels.from the simple lack of demand for liquid fuels.

In early April Energy Information Administration (EIA) In early April Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
data showed gasoline demand was the lowest it data showed gasoline demand was the lowest it 
has been since 1994. That, in turn, has caused the has been since 1994. That, in turn, has caused the 
ethanol industry to slow production by 40% to 50%, ethanol industry to slow production by 40% to 50%, 
because there’s just no gasoline demand. because there’s just no gasoline demand. 

Here at United Ethanol we have cut production to Here at United Ethanol we have cut production to 
80,000 gallons a day or slightly over 50%. This is the 80,000 gallons a day or slightly over 50%. This is the 
lowest rate the plant can run at. We hope at this level lowest rate the plant can run at. We hope at this level 
we will be able to continue operating without having we will be able to continue operating without having 
our tanks fill up. Our Spring shutdown has been our tanks fill up. Our Spring shutdown has been 
canceled. With Coronavirus continuing to spread it is canceled. With Coronavirus continuing to spread it is 
just too risky to bring over 100 outside contractors on just too risky to bring over 100 outside contractors on 
site. We need to do everything we can to keep our site. We need to do everything we can to keep our 
employees safe and healthy. WE are being proactive employees safe and healthy. WE are being proactive 
to protect our employees with limited access and to protect our employees with limited access and 
increase sanitizing practices. So far everyone is increase sanitizing practices. So far everyone is 
healthy. We do have contingency plans drafted if we healthy. We do have contingency plans drafted if we 
do have a positive test in our employee group. I hope do have a positive test in our employee group. I hope 
we never have to use these plans, but only time will we never have to use these plans, but only time will 
tell. tell. 

As the unemployment rate grows, and more As the unemployment rate grows, and more 
Americans are under stay-at-home orders, gasoline Americans are under stay-at-home orders, gasoline 
demand isn’t going to return in the coming weeks. demand isn’t going to return in the coming weeks. 
It could take months to get an improved demand It could take months to get an improved demand 
scenario for gasoline and ethanol. We hope it plays scenario for gasoline and ethanol. We hope it plays 
out towards the end of April, but if you listen to some out towards the end of April, but if you listen to some 

of the experts on how this pandemic curve flattens, of the experts on how this pandemic curve flattens, 
you’re probably looking more towards Memorial Day. you’re probably looking more towards Memorial Day. 

We are working hard to ensure that we remain well-We are working hard to ensure that we remain well-
positioned to support a strong and swift recovery once positioned to support a strong and swift recovery once 
daily life returns to normal. That means responding daily life returns to normal. That means responding 
dynamically to shifting conditions and optimizing dynamically to shifting conditions and optimizing 
production, market by market, as the situation evolves production, market by market, as the situation evolves 
over the next few months.over the next few months.

As of March 31, 2020, United Ethanol produced As of March 31, 2020, United Ethanol produced 
14,335,308 gallons of ethanol. The plant also 14,335,308 gallons of ethanol. The plant also 
produced 33,537 tons of dried distillers grains (DDGs), produced 33,537 tons of dried distillers grains (DDGs), 
and extracted 3,759,866 pounds of corn oil. Unit and extracted 3,759,866 pounds of corn oil. Unit 
numbers are up 400,725 gallons of ethanol, 674,316 numbers are up 400,725 gallons of ethanol, 674,316 
pounds of corn oil and down 3,745 tons of DDGs from pounds of corn oil and down 3,745 tons of DDGs from 
a year ago. The future production numbers will drop a year ago. The future production numbers will drop 
dramatically if we have to continue at our current rate dramatically if we have to continue at our current rate 
for an extended period of time.for an extended period of time.

Enclosed are the unaudited financial statements for Enclosed are the unaudited financial statements for 
United Ethanol per section 8.2(b)(ii) of the United United Ethanol per section 8.2(b)(ii) of the United 
Ethanol, LLC Operating Agreement. Our accounting Ethanol, LLC Operating Agreement. Our accounting 
department has included the United Ethanol balance department has included the United Ethanol balance 
sheets as of March 31, 2020, also showing 2019 sheets as of March 31, 2020, also showing 2019 
numbers; the statement of operations for the quarters numbers; the statement of operations for the quarters 
ending March 31, 2020, and March 31, 2019, and the ending March 31, 2020, and March 31, 2019, and the 
statement of cash flows for the quarters ending March statement of cash flows for the quarters ending March 
31, 2020, and March 31, 2019.31, 2020, and March 31, 2019.

I hope this finds you safe and healthy.I hope this finds you safe and healthy.

Cooperatively yours,Cooperatively yours,

David A CramerDavid A Cramer
President and CEOPresident and CEO
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Doing Our Part
By: Dan Shickles, General Manager

We recently completed a successful alpha amylase trial. Alpha amylase is an enzyme that breaks the 
starch molecule down to long chain sugars liquefying the mash we use in fermentation. The new product 
we are using is a cocktail blend of a high temp protease and alpha. This product reduced the usage of Urea 
into fermentation by 40% due to the conversion of available nitrogen in the corn being made available. 
This product also increased our fermentation yield by 2% and eliminated the use of cold protease into our 
fermentation.  With this new product we can saving roughly $700,000 a year. 

With hand sanitizer being almost impossible to find during the coronavirus pandemic, we are stepping up 
to help fill the shortage. The Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau relieved some regulations to allow 

ethanol manufacturers to supply alcohol to those who formulate and bottle hand sanitizer.

To fight Coronavirus, private organizations, industry leaders and governmental agencies are trying to do their part to eradicate 
this terrible virus. United Ethanol is providing much needed alcohol to produce hand sanitizer to do our part. We are currently 
producing about 80,000 gallons of alcohol a day that can be formulated to produce sanitizers. At the plant, we are taking 
protective measures to ensure our employees and vendors safety by sanitizing common surfaces every two hours and not 
allowing drivers inside the offices. 

Thank you, to all who are serving on the frontlines of this battle to protect, help and maintain hope for all.

~  Now that spring is upon us, enjoy the warmer season!  ~




